INTRODUCTION
BALAUSTION'S ADVENTURE
AFTER the publication of The Ring and the Book,
which was completed in February 1869, Brown-
ing appears to have given himself a well-earned
holiday from poetic composition. He had been
living for more than four years with Pompilia and
the group of persons with whom her fortunes
were associated, and his mind probably needed
to lie fallow for a while. When he resumed work,
it was in a totally different direction; and yet a
thread of connection may be discerned. The
great dramatic epic had been dedicated to his
wife, and from her character he drew something
of his conception of the heroine; and fialaustioris
Adventure grew out of his study of Mrs. Brown-
ing's favourite Greek poet, and is expressly as-
sociated with her memory by the quotation from
her Wine of Cyprus which is prefixed to it. Even
Prince Hokenstiel-Schwangau^ which followed next,
owed its origin to Mrs. Browning's ardent ad-
miration for Louis Napoleon when he appeared
in the character of the liberator of Italy. Though
Browning, from about 1863 onwards, threw him-
self into the current of London society and .entered
with zest into the human intercourse which it
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